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US Instructor at Naval Training Center
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The prospect of making a forced landing at sea is a real possibility for
every naval aviator who has ever climbed into a cockpit all the way back to
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during naval aviationds earl i est

That began to change in 1919 when the Navy employed surplus foreign-built World War | era
'“"’*;»-rflghters in experiments operating wheeled aircraft rom temporary wooden fllght decks erected
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but the water that gushes into [the] cockpit and the splash caused by the impact leads

one to believe at the moment that the plane is going right on down.
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While words could convey some guidance on ditching at sea
complemented by coverage of the subject in the popular Dilbert posters
and ASense Pamphletso introduced durt
there was a need to simulate the experience during training
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Dilbert Cartoon Ditching With all dueArespect to thqt oﬁidéAl‘; Y DbjeRtive was not to simulate drowning, but to teach th
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* Dilbert Dunker advertising film of the US Navy
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Whether they loved it or hated it, the thousands of naval aviators who rode
thh‘@ilbdairtDunkeb’ ewet theDunrkred (0 a Moawecduseatishirestituesxfp e r
Technology engineer.
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If the teams had to rehearse a serious case by the so-called
“pilot washing machine"
(an underwater exit trainer).
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A modern Modular Egress Training Simulator (METS or HUET) is now available.
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